
July 2016 Newsletter

Living our faith with hope, we share God’s unconditional love with all.

A WORD
FROM OUR 
PASTOR

In the June issue of Living Lutheran magazine, I found a very interesting article called:  
“Why we will no longer be a welcoming church.”  Lutheran Church of the Master in Colorado 
decided to stop putting their energy into becoming a welcoming church.  They changed worship 
styles, trained greeters and ushers, brewed coffee, and put their friendliest people on the front lines 
each Sunday morning—all done to become more welcoming to any visitors that came their way.

Sounds pretty familiar, doesn’t it?  St. Luke is very good at genuine hospitality and gives a warm 
welcome to anyone coming through the doors.  But maybe we can learn something from this sister 
congregation.  They realized that welcoming is not missional.  Being welcoming is too passive for a 
congregation that wants to be doing God’s work in the world and making disciples for Jesus.  They 
decided they were no longer going to wait for people to find their way to them, and they now call 
themselves an invitational church.

Being invitational seemed to be too audacious and frightening at first, so they started doing some 
exercises to make the task less daunting.  Here are five challenges that the congregation tried.

Challenge 1:  Try using the phrase “my church” with one person each week.  One person, 
one time each week.  “My church is right across the street from the new LaRosa’s.”  It’s as simple 
as that.

Challenge 2:  Consider one word or phrase that describes your congregation well, then use 
that word to finish the phrase:  “My church is ______.”  Again, one person, one time each week.  
“Homelessness?  My church is doing something about it.”

Challenge 3:  Think about one thing your congregation does very well.  Use that to finish 
the phrase:  “My church is really good at ________.”  I’d say: “My church is really good at loving 
hurting people and caring for them.”  One person, one time each week.  

Challenge 4:  Invite one person to check out something in which your congregation is 
involved.  This should be done in appropriate conversations when an opening naturally presents 
itself.  “Doing anything special on July 16th?  Sometimes my church just likes to do fun things for the 
community and we are having a One Day Fun Day.  Want to come?” How hard is that?

Challenge 5:  Invite someone you know to come to worship with you. While this might
seem frightening to you, keep in mind that the basis of our identity as people of God is our
new life given to us in Jesus Christ. We have so much to offer others with our emphasis on
grace and hope.

Please commit to trying these exercises and keep doing them until you are comfortable
with them. There are people out there that need the special gifts that St. Luke’s disciples
have to offer and we need their gifts as well. Let me know how your conversations go!

Serving our Lord with you,

Pastor Joan



OFFERINGS/     5/22/16 $1,056.00 
RECEIPTS 5/29/16 $908.00

6/5/16 $2,502.00
6/12/16 $1,326.00
6/19/16 $1,506.00

CALENDAR 
OF EVENTS

• Tuesday, July 5 - Men of the Church will meet at 6:30 PM for fellowship, Bible study, food, and 
lively discussions! All men of the  church are invited to join.

• Wednesday, July 6 - Young at Heart meeting at 11:00 AM.

• Sunday, July 10 - AFFIRMATION OF FAITH:  The Lord’s Prayer Study Part III

• Monday, July 11 - Vision Team Meeting at 7 PM.

• Saturday, July 16 - One Day Fun Day from 11 am - 2 pm. Cindy Weiner will need assistance 
replacing Vacation Bible School. We are planning to have ponies, Kona Ice, and a jump house 
and water games! We need volunteers to help - please see Cindy Weiner.

• Tuesday, July 26 - Ladies Meeting. Time and location are TBD. 

In the June issue of Living Lutheran magazine, I found a very interesting article called:
“Why we will no longer be a welcoming church.” Lutheran Church of the Master in
Colorado decided to stop putting their energy into becoming a welcoming church. They
changed worship styles, trained greeters and ushers, brewed coffee, and put their
friendliest people on the front lines each Sunday morning—all done to become more
welcoming to any visitors that came their way.

Sounds pretty familiar, doesn’t it? St. Luke is very good at genuine hospitality and gives a
warm welcome to anyone coming through the doors. But maybe we can learn
something from this sister congregation. They realized that welcoming is not missional.
Being welcoming is too passive for a congregation that wants to be doing God’s work in
the world and making disciples for Jesus. They decided they were no longer going to wait
for people to find their way to them, and they now call themselves an invitational church.

Being invitational seemed to be too audacious and frightening at first, so they started
doing some exercises to make the task less daunting. Here are five challenges that the
congregation tried.

Challenge 1: Try using the phrase “my church” with one person each week. One person,
one time each week. “My church is right across the street from the new LaRosa’s.” It’s as
simple as that.

Challenge 2:  Consider one word or phrase that describes your congregation well, then 
use that word to finish the phrase: “My church is ______.” Again, one person, one time
each week. “Homelessness? My church is doing something about it.”

Challenge 3:  Think about one thing your congregation does very well.  Use that to finish 
the phrase: “My church is really good at ________.” I’d say: “My church is really good at
loving hurting people and caring for them.” One person, one time each week.

Challenge 4:  Invite one person to check out something in which your congregation is 
involved.  This should be done in appropriate conversations when an opening naturally
presents itself. “Doing anything special on July 16th? Sometimes my church just likes to do
fun things for the community and we are having a One Day Fun Day. Want to come?”
How hard is that?

COUNCIL'S
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Challenge 5:  Invite someone you know to come to worship with you.  While this might seem 
frightening to you, keep in mind that the basis of our identity as people of God is our new life given 
to us in Jesus Christ.  We have so much to offer others with our emphasis on grace and hope.

Please commit to trying these exercises and keep doing them until you are comfortable with them.  
There are people out there that need the special gifts that St. Luke’s disciples have to offer and we 
need their gifts as well.  Let me know how your conversations go!

Serving our Lord with you,

Pastor Joan

Council will be installing two new members to replace Kim Wood and Sue Huff. We thank Kim and 
Sue for their time and dedication for the past three years! The congregation unanimously voted in 
Dana Bradley and Micki Watson who will be installed in July. We are happy to have these two 
amazing women join us!
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NEWS
&
UPDATES

PRAYER 
EMPHASIS

SPIRITUAL 
DISCIPLINE

BULLETIN

As the tragic mass shooting in Orlando revealed, some of our brothers and sisters in Christ are hated 
just because of their sexual orientation.  Pray for those who are different and who struggle with 
sexual issues.  Pray that all would be reminded that we are created in the image of God and beloved 
of God, even when we fall outside the physical and emotional norms of the culture.  Help us to see 
others through God’s eyes.

This month, practice stewardship of creation.  Be intentional about how you use the gifts of creation 
like water and energy.  Do you really have to water the lawn?  Turn off lights and fans when you leave 
the room.  Close blinds and drapes to help to keep your home cooler without the AC.  All of these 
resources are provided by God, and just like our financial resources, we should be mindful of how 
God would have us use them.

AFFIRMATION OF FAITH:  The Lord’s Prayer Study
Our next meeting to learn more about the prayer our Lord Jesus taught us will be on Sunday, July 
11th after church.  We will be ordering pizza from LaRosa’s to share for lunch.

One Day Fun Day is July 16th from 11 am to 2 pm. All children (and adults!) are welcome to attend 
and bring guests. The more, the merrier! Cindy WeinerI will need assistance with crafts, water 
games, a welcome table ,food service, and face painting. Please see Cindy with questions and to 
volunteer.

Our first Family Promise rotation is August 14th to the 20th.  We need volunteers to spend the 
night for two evenings as well as volunteers to prepare, serve, and join meals for two evenings.  
Other volunteers can do a craft, read stories, and spend time with the kids. Please see Cindy with 
questions and to volunteer.

Kim Wood prepares the worship service bulletin. If you need to have information placed in the 
bulletin, or would like to add someone to the prayer list, please make sure she has your information 
by 2:00 PM each Wednesday.  Her email address is wood.ks@icloud.com. 

     BIRTHDAYS

7/24

NEWSLETTER   Laura Helton prepares the monthly newsletter. If you have information or insertions to be 
placed in the newsletter, please provide this information to Laura by the 20th of every month. 
Her email address is lbhelton@gmail.com. 

ANNIVERSARIES
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